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Adopt Don’t Shop

Each year 2.7 million innocent cats and dogs are euthanized, simply, because too little
people consider adoption rather than buying from a breeder. Shelters are constantly facing
overcrowding because too many pets are being abandoned and found in terrible conditions
roaming the streets. It is crucial that you get a shelter pet rather than a breeded pet.

In the first place, you aren’t just saving one, but two animals when you adopt. One pet
freed to a new home, and the other to take its place while the money goes towards a good cause,
saving more animal’s lives by giving them a place to stay in a good environment until they are
adopted and brought home. On the other hand, buying from a breeder is supporting cruel puppy
mills. According to the ASPCA, “Most shelter pets wound up abandoned or in shelters because
of a human’s problem, not because the animal did anything wrong.” Additionally, when you
adopt you are giving an animal a second chance, also helping it forget whatever trauma it went
through when they were young. According to Lisa Fontaine of the Humane Society, “Shelter
animals aren’t any more likely to be flawed in some way than pets obtained from breeders.”
After all, adopting saves lives, and they are just as good as any other pet.

Secondly, you are saving tons of money and getting a good deal when you adopt. For
instance, shelters charge adoptions fees, but considering legit pet veterinary costs, adoption can
often save pet owners some serious money. To bring to light, there are more shelters than

breeders for a reason. Even though 10,000 cruel puppy mills still stand, we can make a change



with a single act. In another case, shelters often include vaccinations, microchipping, spay and
neutering in the adoption fee, still costing less than breeders charge. Also, shelters have plenty of
workers and assistants that can help you with any of your questions or concerns. Therefore,
adopting should be your first choice for multiple reasons.

Although adoption should be your first choice, many argue about behavioral issues
because of trauma when they were young. All things considered, a pet you adopt is more likely
to be grateful than aggressive. Initially, many argue that pets at shelters aren’t purebred or “good
enough”. Also, many people assume most of the pets at shelters are seniors or adults with health
problems. Even though people say this is a reason not to adopt. Although, what they don’t realize
is that 75% of animals in shelters are purebred and a selection of age and size.

To sum it up, even if you can’t get a pet, encourage others to adopt. You can also
volunteer, foster, and attend local fundraisers. Donate money, food, toys as it all helps. We can’t
let this huge problem keep going. Consider that 6.5 million dogs and cats enter shelters, 2.7
being killed in the U.S each year. Animals depend on us to take care of them, not to just abandon
them. We can make a change. So at any chance you get, adopt, don’t buy from a breeder for

many strong reasons that prove this point.
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